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Get illegal GM foods off shop shelves
The Food Standards Agency (FSA) has finally declared that illegal GM rice found in the UK food chain eighteen months ago is "unsafe". They have now issued a food alert for local authorities to take action on the Bt63 rice from China.

Bt63 is an experimental variety of rice, genetically modified to produce an insecticide. It is not approved for human consumption or commercial cultivation anywhere in the world. Scientific studies have raised concerns about the rice's risk to human health, particularly the potential to cause food allergies.
 In fact, so little data on the rice exists that it is not even possible to carry out safety tests.
 

The contamination in China stems back to 2005. Then in September 2006 Friends of the Earth discovered two contaminated foods, both rice noodle products, on sale in Asian specialty stores in London.
 
It is great news that the FSA has issued a food alert; during the last contamination incident (involving unapproved rice from the US). Friends of the Earth took the FSA to court for failing to take sufficient action to identify and remove contaminated rice from sale in the UK. One of the main criticisms made by the judge was that the FSA should have issued a food alert to inform local authorities of the need to take enforcement action, such as food testing.
 
However, whilst we welcome this step it is still unacceptable that it has taken the FSA so long to act.
Now it is up to local authorities to carry out food testing in their areas. We would like people to contact the Trading Standards office of their local authority to ask them what action they are planning to carry out following the food alert over Bt63.   
For more information about Bt63 rice and the contamination incident see the Friends of the Earth and GM Freeze background briefing at:

http://www.gmfreeze.org/uploads/GM_Rice_Contam_final_edit.pdf
Take action
Write to your local Trading Standards office
Below is draft letter text for you to modify and send to your local Trading Standards office. To find the name and address of your nearest office please use the postcode search tool at http://www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/
You can also copy the letter to the leader of your local council. You can find your local council’s details at: http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Dl1/Directories/Localcouncils/index.htm    

Please send a copy of any replies you receive to Richard Hines at Friends of the Earth (via info@foe.co.uk) so we can keep track of responses and identify areas for further action. 


April 2008





Dear Sir/Madam,





It has been brought to my attention that the Food Standards Agency (FSA) has recently issued a food alert regarding the contamination of some rice products by illegal genetically modified (GM) rice. 





Two contaminated foods, both rice noodle products, were found on sale in Asian specialty stores in London in 2006, but the FSA has only just issued the alert. I am therefore concerned that contaminated food may be on sale in shops in (insert name of your town/county).  This is particularly worrying because scientific studies have raised concerns about the risk to human health, particularly the potential to cause food allergies. Worryingly, the FSA says that so little data on Bt63 rice exists that it is not even possible to carry out safety tests. 





I urge you to thoroughly investigate this incident. Please can you provide me with details of any action that (insert name of local trading standards office) plans to take, including the results of any testing that you carry out. 





For full information about the food alert, including details of products that might be affected and the obligations of local authorities please see the FSA website at: 


�HYPERLINK "http://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/alerts/2008/apr/bt63"�http://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/alerts/2008/apr/bt63�








Yours sincerely,


(insert your name)











� For full details of the food alert please go to the FSA’s website at �HYPERLINK "http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2008/apr/bt643"�http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2008/apr/bt643�





� The toxin detected is either the Cry1Ac protein, or a fusion Cry1Ab/Cry1Ac protein. A 1999 study partly sponsored by the US Environmental Protection Agency found evidence to suggest that the Bt protein Cry1Ac can elicit antibody responses consistent with allergic reactions in farm-workers and a series of studies published in 1999 and 2000 by a Cuban researcher Vasquez-Padron on Cry1Ac documented immunogenic responses to which indicate the potential for allergic reactions or other immune system responses 


�HYPERLINK "http://www.humboldt.org.ni/transgenicos/docs/what_experts_says_human_effects.pdf"�http://www.humboldt.org.ni/transgenicos/docs/what_experts_says_human_effects.pdf�





� FSA Draft minutes of Bt63 scoping meeting, 22 February 2008





� �HYPERLINK "http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/press_releases/illegal_gm_rice_found_in_u_05092006.html"�http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/press_releases/illegal_gm_rice_found_in_u_05092006.html�





� �HYPERLINK "http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/press_releases/ruling_on_legal_challenge_23022007.html"�http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/press_releases/ruling_on_legal_challenge_23022007.html�





[image: image2.png]

