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WELCOME to the 2010 Food Chain Campaign Action guide. This 
guide is focussed on the actions you can take in the run up to the 
upcoming general election, and a small flavour of the exciting things 
that will be happening later in the year. Before we get to this year’s 
action, here a quick recap of your achievements from 2009… 
 

Food Chain 2009 – a brilliant start 

 
117 local groups joined the Food Chain Campaign in 2009, although 
lots more got involved at various points through the year. Together 
you helped an issue that almost no MPs knew about to become a 
topic that everyone in Westminster is aware of. 
 
Not every MP is on our side, but thanks to your campaigning Early 
Day Motion 845 received 259 signatures, making it one of the most-
signed EDMs of the entire parliamentary session.  
 
So what does that actually mean for the campaign? A popular EDM 
doesn’t force Government to act but it does give us a great position to 
start from in 2010. The devastating environmental effects of intensive 
livestock farming, especially the impact of soy production on 
rainforests and other habitats, is no longer an issue that Westminster 
can ignore because they know that the public won’t let them.  
 
So with that in mind, let’s now look at what you can do on your Food 
Chain Campaign in 2010… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What about Defra and the Conservatives? 
 
Many of you will have received disappointing responses from 
Defra and Conservative MPs, but we’re working hard behind the 
scenes to help address their initial concerns. So don’t be 
downhearted about their responses – this is a difficult issue we’re 
trying to tackle and we were never going to win everyone over 
straight away.  
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The main aims of 2010 

 
The Ballot Bill 
 
One of the big overall aims of the Food Chain Campaign is to get a 
new law to reduce the environmental impacts of meat and dairy 
production. In 2010 the best opportunity to take a step towards that 
goal lies with the Private Members Ballot that will follow soon after the 
general election.  
 
MPs names will be randomly drawn in the Ballot, and we’ll be trying to 
convince one of those near the top of the draw to put forward a 
Private Members Bill on our issue. This kind of Private Members Bill – 
know as a Ballot Bill – gets properly debated in Parliament which 
means that it could eventually become law. MPs near the top of the 
draw have more time for their Bill to be debated, which gives them a 
better chance of becoming law. 
 
But before the ballot there’s some groundwork to do. EDM 845 was 
the start of this, but now we need to take things to the next stage.  
 
The Presentation Bill 
 
An MP is more likely to put forward a Ballot Bill on our issue if they 
and their fellow MPs have had some time to give proper thought to 
what it might contain. In January we will therefore be asking one of our 
most supportive MPs to table another type of Private Members Bill – a 
‘Presentation Bill’. This will essentially be a rough template for the 
eventual Ballot Bill. 
 
This won’t have an official slot to be debated so it can’t become law 
itself, but it does give MPs a template to scrutinise and discuss. It also 
gives us a focus for lobbying, and we will table another EDM which 
MPs can sign in support of the Bill. This period of discussion will be a 
big help because: 
 

 The more MPs that support the Presentation Bill, the more 
likely one of them will be to put something similar forward as a 
Ballot Bill later in the year. 
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 The Ballot Bill will need lots of support when it’s debated in 
Parliament, which will be easier to secure if MPs already 
supported the Presentation Bill. 

 

 Discussions about the details of the Presentation Bill will 
highlight any problems with it. We’ll therefore be able to 
address these when it comes to writing the Ballot Bill, giving it 
a better chance of success.   

 

 There will be very little time between the election and the 
Private Members Ballot, so the more support we can drum up 
in advance, the better. 

 
Getting farmers on board 
 
Winning the support of farmers will give your local campaigns – and 
the Food Chain Campaign overall – a huge boost, especially if the 
Conservative Party wins the election. This year 
we’re putting much more effort into this area of 
work so see page 13 for more information 
about getting involved. 
 
Making the campaign more personal 
 
We also need to make the campaign more 
personal to people. Talking to people about the 
food they eat is both a great way of engaging 
with them, but also risky because it’s such an 
emotive subject. In the second half of 2010 this 
is going to be a big focus of the campaign. This 
guide is therefore mainly focussed on the Bills 
and farmers. We will be in touch in the spring 
with more information about our next steps. 
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Getting support for the Presentation Bill 

 

We need to build up support for the Presentation Bill from now until 
the General Election. We’re expecting the election to come in early 
May but it could happen any time from March so we’ll all need to stay 
alert and ready to act. 
 
Apart from not being sure about when it will be held, the election also 
makes things more complicated because we don’t know who will be 
an MP afterwards. We therefore don’t know who will be an MP when it 
comes to the all-important Private Members Ballot. 
 
That’s why it’s absolutely crucial for us to start putting pressure on 
parliamentary candidates as well as current MPs. There are three 
crucial steps to this: 
 
1. Engaging with candidates 
 
As soon as possible we’d like you to get in touch with the candidates 
in your area to get them up to speed with your campaign so far. 
You’ve done a fantastic job of getting the attention of your MPs, so it’s 
important that candidates are made aware of the support for the food 
Chain Campaign that already exists in their constituency. 
 
NOTE: don’t worry if you’re new to the campaign – steps one and two 
will still work without this one. 
 
If you don’t already have the contact details of the candidates in your 
area please get in touch with Ollie Hayes. We’ll also be able to give 
you advice on the best candidates to contact, but as a general rule its 
best to contact the candidates from the three main political parties 
even if some of them stand little or no chance of getting voted in. The 
message will still get back to party HQ. 
 
So once you know who to contact you’ll need to send them as much 
of the following information as possible: 
 

 A copy of our political candidate cover letter, available on the 
Community website, and as Appendix B to this document.  
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 A copy of the summary of ‘What’s feeding our food?’. We’ll 
be sending you a copy with the paper mailing of this guide 
and you can order more from us.  

 The number of postcard and email actions the current MP in 
their constituency has already received – get in touch and 
we’ll be able to send you this number. 

 Photos of any stunts, stalls or events you carried out in 2009, 
plus copies of any local press clippings you might have.  

 
2. Keeping the pressure on MPs – our new postcard 

 
To make it easy for MPs to publicly show their support for the 
Presentation Bill we will be asking one of them to table an Early Day 
Motion at the same time. This gives them something to sign to say 
they’re behind it. 
 
Most of you have already sent your MPs loads of postcards asking 
them to sign EDM 845, but this one (EDM194) will be relevant all the 
way to the General Election. It also acts as a reminder to MPs that this 
isn’t an issue that’s going to go away. And it also gives us something 
to tell candidates about – more on that next. 
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We’ve not produced any extra visuals to use alongside the new 
postcard, but you will be able to get some ideas for brightening up 
your stalls from the local group stories on the Community website. 
 
IMPORTANT: The new postcards will only last until the General 
Election is called, and we don’t know when that will be. If they arrive 
with MPs after this there will not be an EDM for them to sign. Please 
make sure you get your postcards to us as soon as you can after 
you’ve collected them. Please also remember that we need to receive 
the postcards first so we can sign people up to mailing lists if they 
have told us to, and send them to MPs together for maximum impact. 
We don’t want your hard work to go to waste! 
 
For a slightly refreshed set of key messages for talking to the public 
please see the next section. And our sticky questions sheets are also 
still available on Community. 
 
3. Keeping your candidates up-to-speed 
 
Although they can’t sign Early Day 
Motions themselves we can still ask 
parliamentary candidates if they support 
the Presentation Bill. If they get behind 
the Bill and are then elected it will be 
easier to get them to support the Ballot 
Bill. If they don’t get elected or don’t 
support it you will still have helped raise 
awareness in the political parties. 
 
So once you've collected up your 
postcards why not send your candidate 
a photo of your group holding all the cards, along with details of the 
number you have collected? 
 
We will keep you informed of the latest numbers through the monthly 
campaign e-updates. Please make sure your contact for this bulletin is 
correct and up-to-date. 
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Hustings – quizzing the candidates 

 
Public meetings are an incredibly powerful way to put MPs and 
candidates on the spot in front of their constituents.  
 
During the run-up to an election these events tend to run slightly 
differently, involving all the candidates in a ‘Hustings’.  Candidates use 
these events as opportunities to show that they’ve got the answers to 
constituents’ questions. There are a number of ways in which you 
could get involved in these. 
 

 Find an existing hustings happening in your area - sometimes 
specific ‘green’ hustings are held – and turn up armed with 
killer questions (see below). 

 

 If you can’t find any hustings taking place nearby you could 
find out if any like-minded community groups would be 
interested in teaming up to organise one.  A topic around a 
broader theme (like the environment or ethical living) would be 
better than a specific ‘Food Chain’ hustings to appeal to a 
broad range of people. There are many demands on MPs’ 
time in the run up to the election, and they are likely to see a 
very specific issue as low priority. 

 

 You could also arrange your own Hustings although this is 
likely to be quite a bit of work and be quite complex to 
organise. Make sure you have the time and enough people to 
help out before committing to this. 

 
Friends of the Earth will shortly be producing a guide to election 
hustings to give you some pointers if you decide to attend or organise 
hustings. Look out for this in your food chain updates. We’ve also got 
some sample questions that you might like to ask your candidates at 
the hustings.  The first of these is the most important but we’ve also 
included some more specific follow up questions in case you get the 
chance to ask more than one question.  
 
You can find some general advice on organising an event here: 
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/how_tos/cyw_45_campaign_events.pdf 

http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/how_tos/cyw_45_campaign_events.pdf
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Suggested Questions for MP Hustings. 

 
1. The global meat and dairy industry contributes more 

greenhouse gas emissions than all of transport. It is also a 
major driver of forest loss in South America as land for 
growing animal feed and grazing livestock expands. Do you 
agree that the Government has a responsibility in the UK to 
reduce our contribution to this impact whilst supporting a 
thriving, sustainable farming sector? And if so would you 
support a new law to reduce the environmental impacts of 
meat and dairy production by helping us support a Bill 
through Parliament? 

 
2. Currently in England, intensive farming is propped up with 

vast amounts of public money - over £700 million each year – 
do you agree that this money should be shifted to supporting 
sustainable, extensive and grass-based meat and dairy 
sectors and encouraging home-grown protein crop 
production like peas and beans in order to reduce our 
reliance on imported soy.  

 
3. It won’t be easy for farmers to switch from feeding their 

livestock on imported soy to using home grown alternatives; 
the alternatives are less readily available and may be more 
expensive and more research is needed to identify the best 
feed to use - do you agree that the government should help 
farmers e.g. by shifting subsidy payments to encourage 
home grown feed crops and by funding research into 
alternative feeds? 

4. And for those of you who live in upland areas: Hill farmers 
are very much a part of the solution – they don’t depend on 
large quantities of imported feeds, and grazing animals can 
help to store carbon in the soil.  But many hill farmers are 
struggling.  Do you agree that these famers need better 
support in recognition of the benefits they can deliver?  
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Is it worth lobbying my MP again? 

 
Some of you might feel like collecting postcards for an unsupportive 
MP is a bit like banging your head against a brick wall – or that 
sending them to a friendly MP is too much like shooting into an open 
net. We know it can be frustrating, but here are a few reasons why it 
still does an important job – especially with an election on its way:  
 
What if my MP has already signed the new EDM? 
Even if your MP has already signed the new EDM it’s still important 
to get postcards signed as it lets them know that the Food Chain 
Campaign is something their constituents care about. It also means 
that you’ll be able to tell other candidates in your area about the 
public feeling about the issue. 
 
What if my MP definitely won’t sign the EDM? 
Some of your MPs either can’t or won’t sign the EDM, and probably 
never will. It’s still worth sending them postcards as their party HQ 
will monitor the issues frequently raised and get the message that 
this is something that their MPs are being continually pressured on. 
 
And again, you can let the other candidates in your area know about 
what you’ve done and try and get support from them. 
 
What if my MP is standing down? 
If your MP isn’t going to be around at the time of the Private 
Members Ballot they’re obviously not going to be able to be long-
term supporters of the campaign. But putting pressure on them still 
sends the message to their party HQ and the candidates who hope 
to take up their seat.  
IMPORTANT: If you have any questions about where you should 
direct your pressure please contact Ollie Hayes (details below), 
and the food team will be able to give you some advice. 
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Key messages for 2010 

 

Whoever you’re talking to about the campaign in 2010, here are our 
key messages to help you out: 
 
1. People are waking up to the fact that the meat and dairy industry 

produces more climate-changing emissions than all the planes, 
cars and lorries on the planet – and that a hidden chain links 
animals in British factory farms to rainforest destruction in 
South America. 

 
2. Small and planet-friendly farmers are losing out on vital 

Government funding that is rewarding big business factory farms.  
 
3. The Food Chain Campaign isn’t about getting people to go 

vegetarian – we need to eat less meat but this must be matched 
by the Government changing the way it’s produced so that it’s 
better quality and doesn’t have such a damaging impact. 

 
4. Thousands of people are joining Friends of the Earth in calling on 

MPs to demand planet-friendly food and farming. Go to 
www.fixthefoodchain.com and ask your MP to change the deal 
behind your meal for thriving farms and a healthy planet. 

  

http://www.fixthefoodchain.com/
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Building alliances with Farmers – NEW PROJECT! 

 
Winning the support of farmers is going to be a key part of the Food 
Chain Campaign’s success. After all, they’re going to be affected by 
our solutions more than most. The campaign has the potential to shift 
farming in a direction that benefits both the environment and farmers. 
So although politicians and some parts of the farming community have 
expressed their concerns about our goals, others are very supportive.  
 
We will also be publishing new research in 2010 which will help to 
demonstrate how our campaign can benefit UK farmers. 
 
We know that some of you have already started working closely with 
farmers (some of you are farmers!), but others have had some 
difficulties when talking to them. This year we want to help as many of 
you as possible to develop or begin those relationships to give your 
local campaigns and the Food Chain overall a big boost. 
 
Our new project 
 
We’re not going to pretend that it’s an easy task given the pressure 
that many farmers are under. The campaign can be complicated to 
communicate, especially the need to cut down on the amount of meat 
and dairy being produced and consumed. 
 
That’s why this year we’re offering much more support for groups to 
work with farmers. We’re producing guides to help you approach, talk 
to and maintain alliances with famers, but before we send them to you 
we’d like to offer up some 1 to 1 assistance. 
 
We’ve been working with our friends in the farming world to work out 
exactly how these alliances can be built, but because you’ve all got 
different circumstances – from groups in central London to those in 
the hills of Wales – we’d like to help you put together your individual 
plans rather than sending you all a standard guide.  
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How to get involved 
 
So if you’re interested in chatting to us about what you can do to get 
involved with this exciting new project all you need to do is: 
 

 Let your Network Developer know that you’re interested 
in the project. The food team will be working closely with 
them to make sure that you get the guidance you need. 
  

 Come along to our farmer training day on Saturday 6 
March – our farming allies are really keen to push this forward 
so we’ll be getting a group of friendly farmers together on 6 
March in Birmingham to offer up training, advice and answer 
your questions. If you’d like to come along please get in touch 
with Ollie Hayes (details below).        

 
NOTE: even if you live nowhere near a farm and you still want to take 
part in this work, please contact us as we may still be able to help you 
to work with farmers. However, we will also be able to provide 
guidance of working with other important groups in your area so if this 
project interests you at all – no matter how big or small your group – 
please get in touch and we’ll help you come up with a strategy. 
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Media coverage – getting yourselves on the 

agenda 

 
We’re not asking you to run any big media stunts in the run-up to the 
general election (although you can if you want!), but that doesn’t mean 
that you can’t have a go at getting some useful media coverage in 
your local press.  
 
Instead of sending you a sample press release we’ve drafted some 
sample letters that might stand a good chance of getting printed. But 
you’re not limited to these ideas – you know what’s going on where 
you live so look out for other opportunities to get noticed. 
 
If your MP or candidates make a ‘green’ claim in the press… 
 

 
[Name] MP/[Party] candidate [name] is very keen to talk about his/her 
party’s green credentials (reference article), but Labour/the 
Conservatives/the Monster Raving Lunatics are still ignoring one of 
the biggest drivers of climate change and wildlife loss.   
 
The meat and dairy industry makes more climate-changing emissions 
than all the world’s transport and is wiping out wildlife around the 
world.  UK factory farms pump animals full of protein crops to make 
them grow quickly and produce high yields. In South America, 
rainforests are being cleared to make space to grow these crops 
which we’re importing in massive quantities.   
 
Friends of the Earth xxx is calling on xxx to commit to changing the 
system so that it makes economic sense for farmers to grow their own 
animal feed – and to invest in thriving and planet-friendly local farms.  
Hundreds/thousands of local people are backing the campaign and 
are keen to see a public commitment to act. 
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If you run an event or stall… 
 

 
As our Parliamentary candidates draw up their battle lines and slog it 
out on local issues ranging from xx to xx, hundreds of [name of place] 
residents are waking up to the hidden impact that we are having on 
people and the planet around the world, and are calling on current 
MPs and candidates to act.   
 
Last [day], [number] of local people came along to a local Friends of 
the Earth [group name] [stall/ film screening/meeting] to highlight the 
fact that the meat and dairy industry creates more climate-changing 
emissions than all the world’s transport and is wiping out wildlife 
around the world.  People attending were outraged to hear that UK 
factory farms pump animals full of protein crops to make them grow 
quickly and produce high yields, and that this protein is being grown in 
South America, where lush rainforests used to stand.   
  
Friends of the Earth xxx is calling on xxx to commit to changing the 
system so that it makes economic sense for [our local] farmers to 
grow their own animal feed – and to invest in thriving and planet-
friendly farms.  Hundreds/thousands of local people are backing the 
campaign and are keen to see a public commitment to act.  
 

 
If you attend or run an election hustings… 
 

 
Last [day] our local Parliamentary candidates did their best to 
convince local people that a vote for them is a vote for the 
environment at [event name].  They slogged it out over the issues 
affecting our local environment and the big global issues affecting us 
all like climate change and answered questions from local people 
desperate for action.   
 
One of the hot issues that our current MP and Parliamentary 
candidates are facing more and more local pressure on is the 
environmental impact of our food.  Even if they are local, factory farms 
are trashing rainforests in South America because the animal feed 
they use has been grown there where lush rainforest previously 
stood.  Hundreds of local people have signed up to Friends of the 
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Earth’s Food Chain Campaign to call on all political parties to commit 
to changes the system so that it makes economic sense for farmers to 
grow their own animal feed – and to invest in thriving and planet-
friendly local farms.  
 

 
You can also find top tips in our letter writing guide: 
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/how_tos/cyw_60_letter_in_paper.pdf  

 

 

What else can you do? 

 
This guide is already packed full of things to do, but for those of you 
who want a few more ideas of Food Chain activities to be getting on 
with take a look at these: 
 
Put on a screening of Food Inc. 
 
Food, Inc. is a powerful new Oscar-tipped documentary that lifts the 
veil on the food industry.  Already among the most successful 
documentaries ever made, it’s not even been released here in the UK 
yet.   
 
While the film looks in detail at the situation in America, it covers many 
of the same issues as our campaign – factory farming, the big 
business food takeover, the food industry’s impact on people and the 
planet – and is a compelling reminder of just how broken the global 
food chain is, and why we’re campaigning so hard to fix it.  
 
Take a look at the trailer http://foodincmovie.co.uk/trailer-and-
photos.php 
 
You can see the film in full when it launches next month by going to 
one of the nationwide screenings scheduled for Monday 26 February.  
Visit http://foodincmovie.co.uk/cinemas.php for details of where and 
when. Why not take your least food-conscious friends and watch the 
film turn them into committed activists!  
 

http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/how_tos/cyw_60_letter_in_paper.pdf
http://foodincmovie.co.uk/cinemas.php
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There may also be opportunities to play a more active role in these 
screenings so let Ollie know if you’d like to take the opportunity to 
spread the word about the Food Chain Campaign. 
 
There will also be opportunities to put on your own screening from 
March onwards.  Many of you have campaigned around films such as 
Age of Stupid and An Inconvenient Truth, and know how powerful this 
can be.  
 
Get in touch with Ollie if you’d like more information, a copy of the film 
and some guidance on how best to present it.  
 
The other parts of the Food Chain Campaign 
 
The Food Chain Campaign is about much more than the Bill. 
Remember to sign up to our Real Food list for opportunities to take 
action on other aspects of the campaign – like food procurement,  
supermarkets and international and EU action: 
http://www.foe.co.uk/campaigns/biodiversity/press_for_change/join_lis
t_index.html  
 
Materials for our schools network 
The local groups' Youth and Education Network have produced Food 
Chain resources for schools, if you'd like a copy or to discuss ideas for 
Food Chain-related visits to schools, please contact 
helen.rimmer@foe.co.uk  

 

After the election… 

 

What will happen after the Private Members Ballot? 
 
The Private Members Ballot will be held soon after the general 
election. If your MP is one of the first several to be drawn in the ballot 
we’ll need you to get on to them immediately and lobby them to make 
their Ballot Bill a Food Chain one.  
 
The first several MPs are crucial because it’s normally only their Bills 
have time to be properly debated in Parliament – something that has 
to happen if they’re to become law. 
 

http://www.foe.co.uk/campaigns/biodiversity/press_for_change/join_list_index.html
http://www.foe.co.uk/campaigns/biodiversity/press_for_change/join_list_index.html
mailto:helen.rimmer@foe.co.uk


19 
 

 

All the Food Chain Campaign materials mentioned in this guide are available on our Community 
website at: www.foe.co.uk/community/foodchain  
 
If you have any questions about the campaign please contact Ollie Hayes at oliver.hayes@foe.co.uk 
or on 020 7566 4073 

 

If our Bill does get picked up by an MP we’ll then need to start 
lobbying all MPs to support it. The key days for this lobbying will 
depend on how far up the ballot the MPs were drawn.  
 
For example, the ‘second reading’ of the bill is crucial because it’s the 
point at which 100 MPs need to turn up in the chamber to support it. 
This could happen before the MPs head off for summer recess if 
they’re one of the first out the hat, but it won’t happen till autumn if 
they’re further down the list. 
 
We’ll therefore be in touch before and after the ballot to make sure 
that you’re kept in the loop and know when the key opportunities to 
campaign come up. 
 
What if we don’t get an MP to pick up our Bill? 
 
No matter how successful 2009 was – or how brilliant your pre-
election campaigning is – there’s no guarantee that our Bill will get 
picked up this year.  
 
This will obviously be a big disappointment, but there will be other 
opportunities to get a law to reduce the environmental impacts of meat 
and dairy production further down the line. 
 
There will also be lots of other opportunities for the Food Chain 
Campaign in the second half of 2010, for example  

 Working more on public sector food procurement in schools, 
hospitals etc 

 A bigger focus on the upcoming reform of the farm subsidies 
system in Europe – the Common Agricultural Policy 

 Work around supermarkets.  

In these areas there may be other opportunities to get some of our 
solutions secured through legislation, so we will let you know as soon 
as this becomes clear. 
 
So whether or not we get a Ballot Bill, there will be a need to put 
pressure on politicians to fix the food chain in the second half of 2010. 
And there will also be the need to start making the Food Chain 
Campaign more personal….. 
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After the General Election: Making the Food Chain Campaign 
personal 
 
Whatever the political asks after the election, we need to try and make 
the campaign more personal in the second half of 2010.  
 
Reducing our meat consumption is already part of our campaign, and 
it will be part of the Government solutions we will be asking for in our 
Private Members Bill. 
 
We want MPs to support our solutions, but in order to win this support 
we will need to demonstrate that people are willing to make the 
changes to their lives that the Bill requires. 
 
We’re not about to ask you to tell everyone they have to go vegan, but 
getting people to think about cutting back on their meat and dairy 
consumption will be part of the campaign after the Private Members 
Bill. 
 
However until then, the key aims are to get support for the new EDM 
and then get our Early Day Motion tabled. You will receive part 2 of 
the action guide with full guidance of the post election work in the 
Spring. 
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Appendix A: Other resources and support 

 
All campaigning resources and materials are available on the 
Community website and from the Food Chain campaign 
assistant, Ollie Hayes. 

 Covering letters to Candidates 

 Extra postcards and leaflets  

 Adaptable press releases  

 Detailed action guides 

 Healthy Planet A5 information booklets  

 Food Chain PowerPoint presentation  

 Food Chain DVD 

 Killing Fields DVD  

 FAQs on the campaign – keep an eye on Community for 
updates: 
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/action_guides/food_fortnight_fa
q.pdf 

 

Research and briefings  

 
For paper copies of any of Friends of the Earth’s reports and 
briefings please contact Ollie Hayes  
 
Eating the planet (November 2009) 

This report reveals how we can feed a growing global population by 
using planet-friendly farming methods and eating less, but better, 
meat. 
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/reports/eating_planet_report.pdf 
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/eating_planet_briefing.pdf 
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/eating_planet_qa.pdf 
 
Whatôs feeding our food? (December 2008)  

This report highlights the environmental and social impacts of the 
intensive livestock sector.  
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/livestock_impacts.pdf 
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/livestock_impacts_summary.p
df 
 
Feeding the Beast (April 2009)  

http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/action_guides/food_fortnight_faq.pdf
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/action_guides/food_fortnight_faq.pdf
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/reports/eating_planet_report.pdf
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/eating_planet_briefing.pdf
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/eating_planet_qa.pdf
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/livestock_impacts.pdf
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/livestock_impacts_summary.pdf
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/livestock_impacts_summary.pdf
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How public money is propping up factory farms  
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/feeding_the_beast.pdf 
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/feeding_the_beast_media.pdf 
 
Livestockôs Long Shadow (Food and Agricultural Organisation of the United 

Nations, 2006)  

A detailed analysis of the environmental impacts of meat and dairy 
production  
http://www.fao.org/docrep/010/a0701e/a0701e00.HTM 

 
  

http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/feeding_the_beast.pdf
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/feeding_the_beast_media.pdf
http://www.fao.org/docrep/010/a0701e/a0701e00.HTM
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Appendix B: Letter to Parliamentary candidates 

 
Dear XXXX 
 
I am writing to bring your attention to Friends of the Earth’s Fix the 
Food Chain campaign. 
 
Over the last year Friends of the Earth’s local group in your area has 
been working hard to raise awareness of the damaging 
environmental, social and health impacts of the intensive meat and 
dairy industry, both in this country and abroad. 
 
As a result XXX of your potential constituents sent 
postcards/emails to the current MP in your area, demonstrating 
the breadth of support for the campaign. 
 
When you consider the issues at stake it is not surprising that local 
people want to see action on this issue.  The production of soy for 
animal feed, destined for UK and European markets, has emerged as 
a major driver of deforestation in South America. This increases the 
climate-changing gases in the atmosphere, damages the natural 
systems which provide us with clean water, healthy soil and air that 
we can breathe, and forces communities from their homes and 
farmland. 
 
The UK’s intensive farming sector that relies on these soy imports is 
currently subsidised to the tune of £700 million of taxpayer’s money 
per year. We want to see a shift in these subsidies towards a 
sustainable UK livestock farming sector, in which farmers are 
encouraged to graze their animals and feed them home-grown 
produce instead of being rewarded for damaging, intensive 
production. Research for Friends of the Earth and CIWF shows that 
abandoning environmentally damaging intensive farming will not 
jeopardize future world food supplies, especially if people in 
developed countries adopt healthier, lower-meat diets. That doesn’t 
mean going vegetarian but eating less and better meat and dairy 
products. 
 
Nationally our campaign has had extraordinary success since its 
parliamentary launch last year. 
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259 MPs signed Early Day Motion 845 calling on Government to: 

 Assess the scale and impact of intensive livestock farming, 
and the UK's role in it.  

 Gauge whether the UK's livestock industry has become overly 
dependent on soy-based animal feed. 

 Take necessary action to reduce the UK's impact on global 
greenhouse gas emissions and biodiversity loss from the 
livestock sector without exporting the impacts overseas and 
supporting a viable, sustainable and thriving UK farming 
industry.  

 
Such broad cross-party support ensured ours was one of the most-
signed EDMs of the entire parliamentary session and massively raised 
awareness of the issues within Westminster. 
 
And the number of local people sending postcards shows that this is 
an issue of concern here.   
[Details of other local events, notable press coverage etc].   
 
After the election our campaign will focus on securing a new law to 
reduce the environmental impacts of meat and dairy production.   We 
aim to do this via a Ballot Bill based on the new EDM XXX. We would 
be delighted to count on your support were you to be elected and urge 
you to attend the second reading of the Bill that we hope will take 
place later in the year. 
 
I enclose photos of some actions and events we carried out in 2009, 
plus copies of local press clippings regarding the campaign. 
  
Should you have any questions about the campaign, please contact 
XXXX. 
 
Please help us make 2010 the year the UK takes real action to fix the 
food chain and promote planet-friendly farming. 
 
Yours etc 


