In whose hands?

the Earth

Food sovereignty —
putting people and planet before profit

Food is a basic need. There is more than enough safe
and healthy food to feed the world. Yet one in seven
people globally can't get enough to eat. This leafiet
explores the nght of people to define their own food

and agricultural policies - ensuring access to adequate,
healthy, locally produced food that offers rural people a
lving wage and preserves the environment. Rich nations
should not be allowed to dictate corporate-driven food
and agricultural policies that undermine sustainable
development around the world.

Friends of the Earth supports food sovereignty
To take action visit www.foe.co.uk/trade



People first

In iy parts ol e devaloping woekd,
seuring anough Toeod dapands on having
acoass ko nalural resources Incuding land,
Seds Gnd N,

In the global fond aconomy communities
are etruggling 1o compsate with largs
trenenational corporetions for access (o
basic needs — and our 2mironment is
alzo losing out

Large-scals inlansive sgriculfura offan usss
paslicides, damagss soll and |s harmful

bo biodiversilty, Small-scale lecal farming
can b2 batlar for the land 1 alse reduces
the dislancs lood ravels, lesssning s
conlritution to dimate changs.
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Leading the way

I scwrmim parts of he world, pacpbe hawe
Biaen taking back conirol of (halr food Supply
= fram allalmants 1o co-oparalive farms,
Trom saad banks o GM-frae Zonas,

Tha price of the ghobal frede in food
should not be hunger and environmental
destructicn




“Farmers in Ghana are already
suffering. They cannot compete
with the cheap produce being
imported from overseas. How
are farmers in this country
supposed to make a living

— and feed their families — if our

markets are flooded with cheap
rice and poultry?"

Awudl, Friends of lhe Earth

for Alrica

Dumping on the poor

In Africa tha glabal food Irading svstam s
eraaling prablems for farmars

Rich countrias are dumglng subsidised
food on Afrlcan markets — offen &t very how
prices. This makes it Impossible for kool
farmears to compeia

Eurcpe has proposad Econcmic Partnership
Agreements (EPAs) with some of the
worid's poorest countries. Thesa signal

evan greater market eccess for European
corporations — threalsning the livelihoods of
millions of farmers In the developing wiorld,
particularty throughout Afrca

Friends of the Earth believes that new rules
are needed m the world trading system

to allow counfries bo protect their farmere
and agriculture — and siop egri-business
destroying livelihoods.



GM is not the answ

Family Farmars in poor counires doapand
o Iradillonal seed-saving malhods 1o Teed
thair communities. Ganatically-modifiad
(G seacts provant this

Blotech companlas patent and fake control
over thi seed supply whilch Torcas farmers
bo'buy new seeds every yaar, This has

led tonuge delbis for many farmers in the
devetoping world, driving some to sulchde,

But attermpts by Monsanto and other
blotech companias bo opsn up new markets
im the South, promoting SM crops as the
solution bo hunger Bnd powerty, heave mat
wilh resistance.

Wiarid Food Smgrorme, Aban
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Food aid scare

In Zambia Tarmars rajactad food aid
donisbad by e Workd Food Prodrsmme
becausa il conlainad GM maiza. nslaad,
locally-carowm cassava was donaled lo areas
whare Tood was scarce,

Gid riee from e Unllad Stales has now
besn found bn food ald In Ghana and Sierra
Leone, GM-cantaminated rice hes sdas
been detected in EUropean supermarkiats,
inu:au:qu I T LIK wihers: conswumer
reslstance has sidpped GM from getting &
foothold.

Friznds of the Earth supports the rights of
communiies to choose GM-free seads,
crops, [Feestock and food,




iparativa farrm with
artlad and Mas
s chileran

"Movimento Sem Terra
campaigns for agricultural
reform through land
redistribution to combat
hunger in Brazil. We carry out

sustainable family farming

— growing healthy, organic food
free from GMOs and pesticides
rather than producing food for

axport.”

Reclaiming the land in Br

In rural Brazi rmost of ha land is cwned By
big eormpanies and rich landownars laking
advantage of expori-led agriculture, as
prafabad by e World Trade Organisation
(WS

heamyhile millions of poor farmers atlempt
bo make & llving from oy plots,

Building communities

Tha Landlass Workers' Movemant

MST (Movimanta Sem Tarra), has baan
challenging this silualion, by moving on (o
agricullural fand which is not baing Used
[such peaceful occupation is aowed under
Brragifian law)

MST can then establish communitiss by
safting up co-cperative farms, schools and
housing. Maore than 250,000 families hawe
been succassfully resetiiad in this way.

MST — & key mamber of Via Campssina
{tha global aliancs of familly farmars and
indigenous peoplas) — ks an Inspiring
example of people taking conlrol over theie
Tood and agriculurs



Take action

Tha Warld Forurm for Food Sovareignty

in Mali, Fabniary 2007, craabich a unigus
apportunity for individuals, small farmars
and grassecols ofganisations from arsnd
tha workd B inka sleps 1o establish control
el food and agrleudliurs,

Comménitles, many of whom have geined

little from ghoial markets, are challenging
the rool causes of poverty, hunger and
ermvironmental damage,

Coreeusly farng Waimianed - Cwd Bl | Sanes Fowes
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The power is in our hat

Friends of e Earth is champloning Tood
sovaraignly. For |t i bacomae a real $o|ulion
wa naad

0 new rade rules to profect communitiss
and the emironmsant

0 a global framework for corporals
regulation

O the right for countries and communities
1o dedide wiedhar GM foods &fa grown
o Imported.

To taks action go to warwfos coukitrade
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