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* The Labour Government is fully committed to our climate change gdels
Labour's 20056 General Election Manifasto clearly stated that: ’ i
“First, climate change Is the one of the most pressing challenges th t the
world faces. We will continue to lead internationally on climate cha ﬁb, andto
strive for wider acceptance of the science and the steps needed tp gmbat
the problem. We will look beyond Kyoto and promote an internatlo [ dlalogue
to reach agreement on the long-term goals and action needed to §thtifiise the
level of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. We will also work for floctive
internatfonal actlon to adapt to the impacts of climate change. i

The UK has already met its obligations under the Kyoto Protocol. W i @maln

committed to achleving a 20 per cent reduction in carhon dioxide @fnissjons
on 1990 levels by 2010, and our review of progress this summer Wy {] how us
how to get back on track. A 60 per cent reduction by 2050 remaln' cessary

and achlevable.”

* We set out measures in the Climate Change Programrna :and Enef A: _i
which mean we are on course to exceed our comml’(maqjt under thg.
Protocol and to cut UK carbon dloxide emissions by abaijt 16 per ¢aif from
the 1990 level by 2010, approaching but falling short of our target "o, ut
emissions by 20 per cent. i

* Government recognises that we need to do more to make progresg }q&vards
our long term goal of cutting CO2 emission by 60 per cent by 2050, Irterim
targets and milestones have a role to play but do not of themselveé uce
emisslons. 1 :.

* We welcome the contribution made to the debate by Friends of th¢ rth and
the Stop Climate Chaos coalition. There is a serlous debate to be h d bout
leglslative frameworks and the role of targets and milestones. The
Government is currently looking at the role of carbon budgeting aq q rﬁeans of
helping to deliver our goals.

» However, proposals for legally binding annual targets are flawed. Eni
fluctuate from year to year due to factors outside the Government's o]
such as the weather and the prices of different fuels, as well as the &

Kyoto Protocol and EU Emissions Trading Scheme are currently bas; ['_'_‘;j
year phases. i ’;-5
i
¢ There is much debate about lengthening rather than shortening the‘
further weakness of the Bill proposed by Friends of the Earth is that,
ends without willing the means, containing no actual measures to r¢
emisslons.
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