
It's all about       you... 
 
 
This year at the Northern Gathering we want local group members to have plenty of space 
to discuss what you think is important. As well as the informal networking, there'll be two 
key opportunities to do so…  
 

 
 

1. Ideas forum 
 
An “open space” style session for you to have the discussions you want to with group 
members and staff - about absolutely anything.  
 
There will be multiple simultaneous groups, which you'll be able to move about between as 
much or as little as you like.  
 
So, get thinking: 

What do you most want to talk about with others?  
And what do you most want to get out of the discussions? 
 

> Please suggest a topic (or more than one) on our online whiteboard 

http://www.skrbl.com/101317984 

or by email to northerngathering@foe.co.uk. 
 

Are you willing to facilitate the discussion?  
This will involve: 

 Framing the aims of the discussion (you might like to prepare a quick intro) 
 Facilitating the discussion and ensuring that everyone gets their voice 

heard 
 Capturing everything that's discussed on a flipchart/laptop: these notes will 

then be made available to the whole of the Gathering. 
 If you'd like to share particular skills or knowledge, you could prepare a 

presentation or activity 

If so, please say so in your email, or include your name on the whiteboard. 

 

Any questions?  
Give Rachel a call on 0113 242 8151 
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2. Lightning talks 
 (with a twist) 

 

What’s a lightning talk? 
It’s a short presentation of up to 5 minutes... from different speakers or groups of speakers, but 
these speakers are you.  
 

Theme:  “Local Group Stories and Experiences” 
 
 
 

What’s the twist?  
You can use any medium/media/format you like.  It could be anything from:  a song about a 
successful stall you had in the local market, to a presentation on how to best engage with other 
community groups, a model that you find particularly useful, to a story. Just keep it simple, short 
and snappy. 
 

Why lighting talks? 

Because it’s all about you.  And who better to talk about group experiences than local members 
themselves. Lightning talks are very entertaining and informative are an excellent way to share 
knowledge and skills.  This is your opportunity to be creative and tell other local groups something 
that you’ve always wanted to.   

What can you say? 

Whatever you like, as long as it’s about your local group experiences and it’s sensitive to both the 
group members and others at the event.   

Tell us 

The good, the bad, the highs, the lows, the actions, the issues, a moral, an idea, a story…. 
Anything! 

Get in touch 

Let us know if you’re interested in doing a talk, or if you have questions. We can’t guarantee that 
there will be space for everyone who wants to speak, but we will try our best to get as many 
people speaking as possible - so get your ideas in ASAP.   

northerngathering@foe.co.uk 

Carla Doran: 07960 018257 
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