Sunday 13th September 2009 14.15 – 15.30
Site Campaigns 

Workshop outline 

Intros: - who we are, where we are from, and short experience of a site campaign recorded on flip chart 10mins
Round up by using the broad range of experience to highlight that site campaigns don’t have to be direct action camps and that while historically many of our site campaigns have involved us trying to stop the wrong sort of development as we move into a low carbon UK many of the site battles may involve groups or individuals campaigning for a particular development.   5 mins 

Bit of history from Chris and Bleddwyn re site campaigns FOE has been involved with 10mins
Small groups to share more in depth experiences of site campaigns and lessons learnt 15mins 
Back together to explain planning system opportunities and legal angles link to power up rights and justice and signpost community rights resource pack 10 mins 

Role Play 30mins
Can we support a wind farm in our area???

Ambridge FOE are a small but effective local FOE group part of the Borcestershire FOE network. They have over the years defeated proposals for an Ambridge by pass and have campaigned for a 20mph scheme in the village. An active recycling campaign has seen waste arisings from the village plummet. The county network is active in the county’s low carbon projects. The group increasingly sees itself campaigning in favour of projects and is actively involved in the council’s One Planet Borcestershire initiative and Borcestershire Alliance of Greens (BAG). 

In 2009 maybe one of the group’s toughest campaigns yet sees it having to decide whether or not to support a wind farm on Lakey Hill. 


Approach by communication’s company on behalf of wind farm developer


Want Ambridge FOE to actively support a wind farm on Lakey Hill


Landowner, Brian, is happy with the plans as is his holding company Borcestershire Land.

Wind farm developer set up public consultation in village hall 


Plan is for 4 turbines 2 of which will be community owned plus community fund of £40 000 per annum. 


Opposition group Borcestershire Against Wind Power (BAWP) established and is joining BAG but is not approaching One Planet Borcestershire.  


Planning application goes in and process kicks off with serious lobbying of local authority getting to grips with the planning system the individuals involved alliance building with like minded folks. (Both sides will be using the same tactics!!!)
Divide participants into two groups and hand them their extra materials and they have 20 mins to set out their case and explore how a site campaign may take shape.  

