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Useful contacts

“I used the walking bus for nine months but now I’'m walking to school on
my own. I liked walking to school with all my firiends and because I walked
with lots of people, it didn’t seem to take very long to get to school at all. 1
was taught how to cross roads safely and now I walk to school with two
fiiends who used to be part of the walking bus. I give the walking bus 10 out
of 10 because it helped me walk to school on my own.”

Nicholas, aged 10, about the Maidenhead walking bus




sustrans

sustrans

Turn up at any primary school at around 8.40 am on a weekday, and you're likely to be
confronted by a chaotic scene as parents and children make the daily dash to school. In those
15 minutes at the start and end of the school day, the school vicinity becomes jammed with
cars vying for parking space. Cars will be parked on kerbs and road corners. Latecomers block
school gates, bus stops, driveways and laybys. Car doors swing dangerously open on to the road,
putting both children and unsuspecting cyclists at risk.

And there's nothing to suggest the problem
is getting any better - in fact traffic
congestion around schools seems to be
getting worse; today, nearly twice as many
children arrive at school by car than 10
years ago.

Along with this increase in traffic
congestion, comes noise and pollution.
Asthma, a condition known to be linked

to air pollution is on the increase.

The incidence of asthma and wheezing in
young children has almost doubled in less
than a decade; today, one in seven children
suffer from asthma.

A question of safety

Everyone with a child of school age will
know that safety is the number one
consideration when it comes to finding a
way for them to get to school and back
each day.

Increasingly busy roads make crossing them
much more difficult and cycling on them
potentially fatal. As it is, one child in 15 is
injured in a road accident before his or her
16th birthday. Little wonder then that
parents choose to take their children to
school by car. Yet it's all part of the same
problem.

The great news is that there is an excellent
way for children to get to school safely
without parents escorting them and
without using the car. It improves
children's' health and also saves their
parents time and reduces traffic congestion
and pollution around school gates. It's the
walking bus.




The walking bus concept is catching on fast. In the UK, the first walking bus was set up in St
Albans, Hertfordshire in 1995 and proved to be a safe, healthy and enjoyable way for children
to walk to school. It also reduced traffic congestion and saved time for parents.

Simple solutions to
big problems

Put simply, the walking bus is a line of
children, walking in pairs to school along a
set route with an adult 'driver’ at the front
and ‘conductor’ at the back. There's nothing
new about parents walking each other's
children to school, but the walking bus
creates a more formal system which allows
volunteers to walk larger numbers of
children to school. Like a bus there are
scheduled bus stops where children are
picked up at specific times. So, like a bus,
you can miss it. But the similarities end
there - unlike a bus it is free, healthy and
totally non-polluting. Everybody gains with
a walking bus.

“I first heard about the walking bus in a letter sent to me by Maidenhead
Friends of the Earth. I thought this scheme was an excellent way of
reducing congestion around our school gates, while enabling children to
walk to school in safety and improve their road sense at the same time.
Several meetings later, the walking bus scheme was set up and has now
been running successfully for well over a year.

“Our school was featured in the local press and we had coverage on
Meridian Television. As a vesult I have had a number of phone calls firom
other teachers enquiring about setting up a similar scheme for their school
— all good news for reducing the severe congestion schools increasingly

suffer from.”

Peter Brooks, Headteacher, Courthouse Junior School

The walking bus is safe

Not only do children get to walk to
school in a safe environment, they
also learn good road sense. Better
traffic awareness gives kids more
independence.

Nick Cobbing




The majority of walking bus schemes have been established by local authorities but anyone can
set up a walking bus. Local Friends of the Earth groups, individual parentsfhead teachers, and
the local media have all set up schemes which vary in size and cost from virtually nothing to
£60,000. Below are three examples of such schemes set up by three very different
organisations. (For information about other walking bus schemes contact the Pedestrians
Association - contact details can be found on page 13.)

West Leigh Junior Schooaol,

Southend, Essex
Established by: The Local Authority

Children were involved right from the
outset and at every stage. All were given
disposable cameras and took pictures of
danger spots and good routes to school.
They also met with road safety officers,
and chose the colour of their fluorescent
reflective tabards (used in all walking bus
schemes to ensure the children are clearly
visible). They also chose names for the
different 'bus routes' to school (named
after Star Wars characters).

As a result of this involvement, 300 out of
500 pupils wanted to take part. Five buses
were introduced on two routes, catering
for 99 children. The buses were launched
with extensive media coverage that
included a ‘'walking bus breakfast' at the
school catering for all participants, the
media and local officials. Perhaps because
the scheme is so popular with the children
the local authority is considering major
infrastructure improvements with the help
of some Government funding.

Minterne School,

Sittingbourne, Kent
Established by: The East Kent Gazette

This scheme was established by the local
newspaper, The East Kent Gazette, which
was well set up to provide a lot of
publicity and attract commercial
sponsors. Because of this, the scheme is
very well equipped and offers excellent
incentives to participating children and
parents. All children receive a reflective
jacket provided by a local firm and a
baseball cap, as well as a goodie bag
each term if they use the bus regularly.
The goodie bag contains free cinema
tickets, video rentals and swimming
sessions at the local pool.

The newspaper is now producing a
newsletter about its walking bus scheme
which will be delivered to all houses
along the route with a view to attracting
more adult volunteers, all of whom are
police checked. The newspaper also
trains volunteers, plans routes and
lobbies the council for better crossings.
Two more walking buses are soon to be
established and many more are planned
across the borough.
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The Courthouse Junior
School, Maidenhead

Established by: Maidenhead
Friends of the Earth

Maidenhead Friends of the Earth
approached junior schools in the town
(involving children aged between 7-11) and
helped the most enthusiastic, Courthouse
Junior School. A route of one mile long,
taking approximately 30 minutes to walk,
and including four bus stops on the way,
was chosen.

One of the biggest problems was setting up
a rota that suited the differing timetables,
shifts, work patterns and after school
activities of the parent volunteers. The
regular commitment of volunteers is
essential to the success of any walking bus
and when this drops it puts the whole
scheme in jeopardy. In this scheme the
number of volunteers reduced from 24 to
14 over the winter months which put great
strain on the rota.

“If you are willing to put in some time at the beginning and a little
effort on an ongoing basis, a walking bus is a very easy thing to set
up. People are generally dissatisfied with the current ways of
getting to school and are willing to back you up if you want to
change things. And if some children are converted to walking for
the rest of their lives, think what an impact that would have on
their health and the whole environment.”

Tanya Jowett, Maidenhead Friends of the Earth.

The walking bus is
healthy

Health professionals emphasise the
importance of regular exercise built
into the daily routine. Good health
habits developed in childhood are
much more likely to be continued
into adulthood. A daily walk could
ensure a lifetime of healthy living.
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There are many ways to set up a walking bus. You can conduct extensive surveys into how
children currently get to school, what their attitude is towards walking, where the danger spots
are on the school routes. But you can also establish a walking bus very quickly and sort out

problems as you go along.

15 point plan to set up a walking bus

1 Contact the school

The school's selection will be based on a

number of factors including:

® enthusiasm shown by the head teacher

® geographical location of the school

e the size of the school

e the degree of problem with cars and
congestion.

If you want to set up a walking bus with a

particular school, contact other parents at

this time to gauge the level of support for

the idea.

2 Contact your local authority’s
traffic team

The local authority is required under the
Road Traffic Reduction Act to work towards
reducing local traffic and should be
supportive of initiatives such as the walking
bus. The authority may pay for safety
tabards for the children, road safety training

and make difficult road crossings safer.
Local authority backing is essential for
arranging police checks on parents.

3 ldentify a route to school

Don't make your route too long as this will
mean that children at the beginning of the
route will have to leave for school much
earlier than they are used to. A long route
may also mean more children on the bus
and this will require more volunteers to
drive the bus. Ideally it shouldn't be longer
than a mile. If you can, avoid roads that are
difficult to cross, streets with very narrow
pavements or streets with no pavement at
all. You could ask pupils to check danger
spots and find the best routes.

4 Contact the parents
Try sending a circular letter from the school
(a sample letter is included on page 9).

Point out the benefits to both parents and
children. Send this letter to all parents;
others not on the route may be converted
to the idea and decide to set up their own
walking bus.

5 Meet the parents at school

This is the chance to explain the ideas
behind the walking bus and discuss any
particular issues or concerns. Aim to come
away from this meeting with some firm
volunteers and some idea of the times they
are available to escort children.

6 Draw up a draft rota

Circulate the rota to all volunteers. This will
need revising at least termly and perhaps
more often. Some days, and afternoons you
need fewer volunteers because many
children attend after school clubs.




7 Check insurance

You'll need to be covered for public liability
in case a child is injured while on the
walking bus. Most Parent Teacher
Associations (PTAs) take out insurance with
the National Council of Parent Teachers
Associations (see page 13).

8 Order tabards

You'll need to order fluorescent reflective
tabards for every child, preferably with
some wording to indicate that this is a
walking school bus. It's a great opportunity
to advertise to other children the fun they
can have on their way to school. Your local
authority traffic team should know where to
get these and may be able to help out
towards the cost. If not, a local company
may well be interested in donating the
money for some free advertising on the
tabards.

9 Arrange police checks

All volunteers must be police checked. It is
vital that people convicted of criminal
offences relating to children do not become
helpers on a scheme like this. Your local
authority should be able to help with this.

10 Set a start date

Set a start date at the beginning of term
and stick to it. Starting when the weather is
likely to be fine is a good idea.

11 Arrange road safety training
for the children

The local authority may be willing to
arrange this. Alternatively, you could hold
an informal session in the school
playground with some practice at walking
up to and crossing an imaginary road. It's
also a good idea to give volunteers some
training in how to deal with large numbers
of children crossing a road.

12 Draw up rules, guidelines
and a timetable

Circulate these and establish 'safe houses’
where children can be sent if they are not
met from the bus on time (see page 8 for
more details).

13 Publicise your walking bus
The local newspaper, radio and television may
be interested in covering the story. This will
give kudos to the children, parents, school
and it may inspire others to do the same.

14 Meet after two weeks

to iron out teething problems

It is especially useful to discuss the route
and timetable and make adjustments if
necessary. Also sharing experiences and tips
on road crossing and other problems is very
helpful.

15 Pass over the job of
co-ordinator to a parent at an
early stage

Parents whose children are using the bus
are the best people to run it.

Setting up a walking bus is not difficult; it simply requires a bit of time and patience.
You will be amply rewarded for your efforts when you see the reduced traffic outside
the school and the happy faces of the children who walk with the bus laughing and
chatting, pleased with the knowledge that they are doing their bit for the environment.

The walking bus is
enjoyable

Walking to school with friends is
an enjoyable way to start the
school day.
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Q What's the recommended ratio of
adults to children on a walking bus?

The recommended ratio of adult
supervisors to children is 1:8 for juniors, and
1:4 for infants. Secondary school children
are usually considered to be old enough to
make their own way to school.

Q How often will parents be

expected to volunteer?

This depends on the size of your school
bus. More volunteers are needed the more
children there are. Generally parents may
need to travel to school two or three times
a week.

Q What if parents want to be part

of the scheme but don’t want to
volunteer?

This is something, as a group, you'll
need to decide. Some schemes insist that all
parents whose children travel on the bus
must volunteer at some point in the week.

Q What if parents offer to pay for
someone else to be a driver?

Again, this is something to decide as a

group. It may be that parents are prepared
to pay for drivers and conductors but do not
have the time to volunteer themselves.

If you do decide this is appropriate for your
group, you'll need to work out monthly subs
required from each parent to pay for a
driver and conductor.

Q Are children expected to carry
their own bags?

Some schemes have a trolley which is
used for carrying school bags while others
insist children carry their own bags.

Q How often does the rota need to

be put together?

If setting up the rota is complicated,
maintaining it is equally important and full
of pitfalls. It's an ongoing task, not a one
off. Try to stick to one rota per term but be
prepared to revise this should parents pull
out for unexpected reasons.

Q How do we know who should be

on the bus for each journey?

Children who are part of the scheme
can be included on a walking bus register
which will include the mornings and
afternoons each child is normally expected.
The driver puts a tick against the child's
name when they join the bus. A fresh
register is provided for each day and can be
left at the school office by the morning
volunteers and picked up by the afternoon
volunteers. If a child has to go home during
the day it will be marked on the register so
that the afternoon volunteer is aware of the
change. If a child is sick it is polite to let
the volunteers for that day know about it.

Q What if a parent does not meet a

child from the bus on the way
home?

Parents are expected to meet their
children at the bus stops. Some feel that
their child is old enough to walk the last
little bit of the way home alone. But if they
want to do this they should give written
permission and accept responsibility for the
child from that point on. For the Courthouse
School walking bus, a scheme of ‘safe
houses' was devised whereby a few
volunteers living at the end of the route
agreed to take children in if they were not
met by a parent and the parents could not
be contacted. The safe houses system at
Courthouse never actually had to be used,
although having it in place is important
should an emergency crop up.

Q What if a parent does not turn
up for their shift on the rota?

It's the parent’s responsibility to

organise a swap or replacement if they
cannot do their shift. It is important that
parents do not fail to turn up; even if they
are sick they should be able to find a
replacement at the last minute.

If a parent does not turn up, other helpers
could try to persuade one of the parents
dropping off a child to help. If an afternoon
person does not turn up, a parent could be
rung from the school office. In the
Courthouse School walking bus scheme, this
has, to date, never happened.

Findlay Kember



Dear Parents,
Courthouse School walking bus

We all know about the health benefits of walking, but did you know that studies have
shown that children who walk to school have better concentration than those who
arrive by car? Walking to school is also fun, very cheap (have you ever added up the
costs of petrol just for your school journey?) and, of course, non-polluting. These are
some of the reasons why Courthouse School, the Local Authority and Maidenhead
Friends of the Earth have teamed up to offer you a low effort and safe way of
enabling your child to walk to school every day.

Called a walking school bus it has been very successful in some schools in
Hertfordshire. It is simply a line of children who walk along a predetermined route at a
set time, picking up more children from ‘bus stops’ as they go. Two or three parents
escort them on a rota basis. This means that parents only have to walk to school on
one or two days a week, but the children get to walk every day. The Royal Borough of
Windsor and Maidenhead will give the children free fluorescent bibs or rucksacks as
well as some training in road safety. As they walk regularly they will learn good road
sense in a safe environment. Insurance will also be provided.

It is likely that the scheme will start after the May half term. Initially, we are going to
concentrate on one route, but if it is a success, we will soon introduce more routes

and spread the scheme to other schools. The routes we are looking at are indicated
on the map overleaf, but they are open to alteration in the light of suggestions from

parents.

If you are at all interested in this idea, then please contact the school office by 15th
March 1999, especially if you live near one of the two routes that we are considering.
Remember that side roads off these routes can also be covered; you could simply
walk your child to the nearest bus stop. A meeting will be arranged to discuss the
exact route, practical arrangements and rotas. Even if you would not want your child
to walk every day, or you feel you would have difficulty in getting involved with the
rota we would like to hear from you. Obviously there is no commitment yet; we are
simply trying to assess the level of interest.

Please take this opportunity to improve the health of your child and the environment
around the school. | am sure you would all agree that the current parking
arrangements are not satisfactory and make it more dangerous for those who do
walk. Let’s do something about it! | look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Brooks
Head teacher

WALKING SCHOOL BUS - REPLY SLIP

Name Tel no

Address

Postcode

Please tick |:| | am interested in the idea of the walking bus|:| | am willing to be an escort

There are certain rules which
parents and children
participating in a walking bus
scheme must adopt.

The aim is to ensure that:

e children are safe
® parents are reassured that children are

safe

® no-one is left behind at school

® all potential problems are foreseen and
dealt with safely and smoothly

e children get to school on time

® the walking bus continues to operate
smoothly, benefiting parents, children,
the school and the environment.

The rules and guidelines reproduced here
were used by Maidenhead Friends of the
Earth for its walking school bus.

The walking bus is
non-polluting

The school run makes up 20 per cent
of peak morning urban transport
congestion. This contributes to a
fifth of all the ensuing pollution
that car travel brings. But the
walking bus is totally pollution-free;
and the more people who walk, the
better it is for everyone.




Courthouse School
walking bus guidelines
for volunteers and
parents

Timetable

The bus leaves all stops promptly. If a child
is not at the bus stop on time, he or she will
miss the bus and will have to be taken to
school by his or her parents as usual.

8.20 am Leaves Allenby Road end of
Wavell Road

8.25am Junction between Allenby/Farm
Road

8.30 am  Pinkneys Road opposite Alwyn
Road

8.35 am  Corner of Alwyn/Lancaster Road

8.40 am  Courthouse School gate

On the way back from school the bus leaves
promptly at 3.30 pm. Any children who are
not at the meeting point (outside reception)
by this time will miss the bus and will be
kept at school until their parent collects
them. Please impress upon your child the
importance of going quickly to the bus stop.

3.30 pm Leave school

3.35 pm Corner of Alwyn/Lancaster Road
3.40 pm Across Pinkneys Road

3.45 pm Allenby/Farm Road

3.50 pm Wavell/Allenby Road corner.

Parents must always let the driver of the
bus know when they have taken a child off,
or put a child on, the bus, so that they can
be ticked off on the register. Please let
whoever is on the rota know if your child is
sick or will not be coming on the bus.

Bus register

Each day a list of children travelling on the
walking bus will be given to the volunteers.
Volunteers must tick off the children as they
get on and tick when they are delivered to
their destination. Put a note in the
afternoon box if the child is not expected to
return with the bus. This list will be left at
reception so that it can be amended if a
child goes home unexpectedly. The
afternoon volunteers can pick it up from
reception, so they can see who is expected
and inform the school if any fail to turn up.
These registers will be kept so we have a
record of what happened.

Volunteering

If a child's parents cannot help with the
walking bus, the child cannot be included
on the scheme. This would put too much of
a burden on those who do help. We
appreciate that some people cannot help
regularly, so if you are not on the rota,
please relieve someone who is, whenever
you are able.

Maidenhead Advertiser

Potential problems

e |f a child does not turn up at the bus
stop at the allotted time, carry on. It is
the parents' responsibility to get them to
the bus on time.

e |f a child is not waiting outside
reception by 3.30 pm, let the school
office know that you have not got them
and set off. It is not fair to keep all the
others waiting.

e |f a parent is not there to meet the
child from the bus, take them to one of
the safe houses, (these addresses are on
the registration form) and inform the
school by telephone. One or two children
are allowed by their parents to go home
alone, but this will be indicated on the
form. If you wish your child to be allowed
to walk the last part of their journey
alone, please let the walking school bus
co-ordinator know in writing.

e |f you cannot do your shift try to
arrange a swap with somebody else.
Failing that, ring the rota organiser who
will contact the back-ups. Give as much
notice as you can and never just fail to
turn up.

e |f a parent does not turn up for their
shift on the rota try to persuade one of
the parents who is dropping off a child at
the bus stop to help out. In many cases
there are extra parents who are doing a
shorter part of the journey.

Other guidelines

® Children must wear the fluorescent
tabards provided.

® Children must walk in pairs in an orderly
fashion.

® One parent must lead and one walk at
the back and, as the queue gets longer,
one or two in the middle.

® The ratio of adults to children must never
exceed 1:8.

® Children must carry their own equipment
and lunch in a rucksack.




Road safety guidelines

Courthouse School walking bus rules

for children

e Children should walk in pairs, away from 1 Always wear your fluorescent bib. 7 When we come to a road, get into lines
the edge of the kerb. of six and wait for the driver's

® There should always be two adults 2 Carry all your things in a rucksack to instructions to cross.
escorting the walking bus, one at the leave hands free.
front, and one at the back of the line of 8 Cross quickly and stick together, do not
children. 3 Walk in pairs and never swap 'partners’ straggle out.

® When a road needs to be crossed, along the route.
children should be re-aligned into rows 9 At the other side, get into your pairs.
six abreast, so they can cross the road 4 When joining the bus, tell the person in
more quickly and not straggle out. front your name so you can be ticked off 10 No messing about or breaking ranks can
Escorting parents should stand at either and join the back of the queue. be tolerated.
side of this block until they are ready to
cross. Once crossed, get the children back| | 5 If you are not going to be on the bus on 11 If you misbehave and don't follow
into their pairs. the way home, tell the driver so she can instructions, we will have to stop you
Remember you are not allowed to stop make a note of it. from using the bus.
traffic in order to let the children cross,
though often, in practice it will stop for 6 Listen to the driver and do what she/he 12 Enjoy yourselves and thanks for helping
you. If this happens, take care that traffic says. the environment by walking!
has stopped in both directions and that

the cars behind have seen what is going
on and do not try to overtake.

e All children should have a basic training
session at the school and have a list of
rules. Parents should also be encouraged
to talk to them about road safety. If a
new child joins who has not had the
training, the driver or conductor should
explain the procedures for crossing to
him/her.

e |f adult helpers have a pushchair, make
sure the child is strapped in. Hold hands
with any children under the age of seven.

® Be aware of the danger of crossing
driveways.

e Use pelican crossings, zebra crossings or
school crossing patrols if any are
available.

® Avoid using traffic islands with large
groups of children as they cannot all get
on the island at once.

What do you think of the walking bus?

“I like it because it makes me really hungry, then I get home and eat all my
tea. If I eat all my tea up I usually get pudding.”

Peter, aged 7, about the
Maidenhead walking bus

The walking bus
reduces chronic
congestion around the
school

“I think it’s a good idea because
it gets people to stop using

their cars and I hate the noise
they make and the stinkfumes.”

Katie, aged 5, about the
Maidenhead walking bus

With more children walking to

school, there are less cars clogging
up the roads around the school. This
makes the roads much safer for
everyone.




Friends of the Earth works to protect and improve the conditions for life on Earth, now and for
the future. We believe that looking after the planet is the best way of looking after people.

Our transport campaign aims to highlight
the damage to health and the environment
caused by air pollution, the threat of road
building to the countryside and the
implications of traffic growth for carbon
dioxide emissions and global warming.

Over the past century the car has become a
part of everyday life. But as Britain
becomes more and more congested and our
major cities are snarled with all day traffic
jams, we need to think about what the car
is doing to us. Road traffic produces
one-fifth of the UK's carbon dioxide, one of
the most dangerous gases contributing to
global climate change and accidents
caused by road traffic are the single
biggest killer of children under 15. That's
why Friends of the Earth is campaigning for
the Government to set a target to reduce
traffic by 10 per cent on 1990 levels by
2010. In addition we put forward positive
solutions. We're calling for:

e funds to be switched away from road
building and towards investment in
alternatives, such as public transport and
facilities for cycling and walking

® 3 reduction of traffic in towns and cities

e strict planning policies to prevent traffic
generating housing developments in the
countryside as well as out of town
shopping centres, warehouses and
business parks

e tough legal protection for key wildlife
sites.

Friends of the Earth’s local groups take the

message to the streets ...

... In various guises ...

...to get MPs to take action

Jennifer Bates

Join Friends of the Earth
today and help create a safer,

healthier, fairer world.

Contact us on 020 7490 1555 for
more information on how to:

® make donations by personal
cheque, credit card or charity
voucher

® make regular donations by
standing order, which provides
secure funding for our campaigns

® join Campaign Express and receive
free, regular action packs that
show you how you can take small,
simple actions that have a big
impact

® join your nearest local group -
call 0990 224488 or visit our
website:
www.foe.co.uk

® buy publications, like this, from
our catalogue

® join the education network and
receive information on FOE
educational resources.




Department for Education and
Employment (DfEE)

Publications, PO Box 5050, Sherwood Park,
Annesley, Nottingham NG15 0DJ

Tel: 0845 602 2260

Website: www.dfee.gov.uk

Department of Environment, Transport and
the Regions (DETR)

Free literature, PO Box 236, Wetherby,

W Yorks, LS23 7NB

Tel: 0870 1226 236

Website: www.detr.gov.uk

Environmental Transport Association (ETA)
10 Church St, Weybridge, KT13 8RS

Tel: 0800 212810

Website: www.eta.co.uk

Email: info@eta.co.uk

Hertfordshire County Council

Environment Department, Road Safety Unit,
96 Victoria St, St Albans, Herts AL1 3TG
The council produces a guide about setting
up a walking bus, price £5

Maidenhead FOE
Tanya Jowett
Email: tanya.jowett@virgin.net

National Asthma Campaign
Providence House, Providence Place,
London, N1 ONT

Tel: 020 7226 2260

Website: www.asthma.org.uk

National Council of Parent Teachers
Association

Tel: 01474 560618

Website: www.ncpta.org.uk/

Email: info@ncpta.org.uk

Pedestrians Association

31-33 Bondway, 3rd floor
London, SW8 1SJ

Tel: 020 7820 1010

Fax: 020 7820 8208

Website: www.pedestrians.org.uk
Email: info@pedestrians.org.uk

Sittingbourne Walking Bus

Simon Dolby,

Chairman Swale Walking Bus Project
East Kent Gazette

19 High Street, Sittingbourne, ME10 4AY
Tel: 01795 475411

Sustrans

PO Box 21,

Bristol, BS99 2HA

Tel: 0117 915 0100

Safe Routes to School free publication
Website: www.sustrans.org.uk

Email: info@sustrans.org.uk

Transport 2000

The Impact Centre, 12-18 Hoxton St,
London, N1 6NG

Tel: 020 7613 0743

Email: carey@

transport2000.demon.co.uk

A Safer Journey to School: a Guide to School
Travel Plans for Parents, Teachers and
Governors, produced by Transport 2000 and
available free from:

DfEE Publications Tel: 0845 602 2260

The walking bus
saves time and money

The walking bus saves time for
parents who may only have to walk
their child to school two or three

times a week. Estimates from one
scheme proves that it saves money
too; if 15 children who were
previously driven, walked to school
for a year instead, it would save
over 4,800 car journeys and £800.

Nick Cobbing
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The walking bus

This easy and accessible guide tells the reader everything they
need to know about setting up their own neighbourhood
walking bus for junior school children. It also explains why
such local schemes can significantly help to cut car
congestion and pollution.

Friends of the Earth inspires solutions to environmental
problems which make life better for people.

Friends of the Earth is:

¢ the UK's most influential national environmental campaigning
organisation

® the most extensive environmental network in the world, with almost 1
million supporters across five continents and over 70 national
organisations worldwide

® a unique network of campaigning local groups, working in more than
200 communities throughout England, Wales and Northern Ireland

® dependent on individuals for over 90 per cent of its income.

Friends of the Earth,

26-28 Underwood Street, London N1 7JQ
Tel: 020 7490 1555

Fax: 020 7490 0881

Email: info@foe.co.uk

Website: www.foe.co.uk
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