Demand climate change – October 2009 action pack
Draft press releases
Go to http://www.foe.co.uk/community/campaigns/climate/trick_or_treat_21351.html for downloadable versions of these press releases for you to customise.
PRESS RELEASE 1: Trick or Treat
Friends of the Earth Photo Call

For immediate release, Thursday 29 October 2009 or another date
 [INSERT MP NAME HERE] MP IN TRICK OR TREAT CLIMATE PROTEST

What: Friends of the Earth [insert local group area here] ‘trick or treat’ [insert MP name here] to demand a strong and fair global agreement to tackle climate change 

Where: [insert location] 

When: [insert time/day/date]  

Contact:  [insert name and 24-hr phone number of local group contact]  or Henry Rummins, Friends of the Earth press office – 020 7566 1649

Friends of the Earth [insert local group here] will be donning vampire fangs, witches capes and other ghoulish dress when they ‘trick or treat’ [insert MP name here] MP to demand strong action on climate change [insert date – day/month]. 

The green campaign group’s local activists in [insert local group location here] won’t be wearing just any ordinary Halloween garb – instead they’ll be reflecting the effects of climate change in their costumes, with snorkelled demons and ghostly sunbathers the order of the day. 

The Halloween visit is part of Friends of the Earth’s Demand Climate Change campaign for a strong and fair agreement to tackle global warming at UN talks this December. The campaign is calling on Ministers to stop promoting carbon offsetting – a con which substitutes ineffective action abroad for real action at home to cut greenhouse gas emissions and create new green jobs and industries.

Friends of the Earth is asking everyone in [insert name of local group’s area] to sign its international petition to world leaders at www.demandclimatechange.org.


Friends of the Earth [insert local group area here] local group member [insert local group member spokesperson’s full name here], said: 

 “The threat of runaway global warming is much more than a Halloween nightmare – so it’s vital that world leaders reach a strong and fair agreement at UN climate change talks in Copenhagen this December.

“[Insert MP name here] can play their part by demanding the Government ditch carbon offsetting, the greatest con trick in history, and instead work to secure an agreement which protects the world’s poorest and brings about real cuts in greenhouse gas emissions.” 

[If arranged with MP - insert local MP’s full name here], MP for [insert local area here], said: 

[insert approved comment from MP here]


[IF YOUR GROUP IS ATTENDING THE WAVE THEN WHY NOT ADD] Climate campaigners from [insert local group area] will be flooding to London on Saturday, December 5 to take part in The Wave – a huge public demonstration that will encircle the houses of Parliament with thousands of people dressed in blue.
Notes to Editors:

At the UN climate talks in Copenhagen this December, Friends of the Earth is calling for: 
*    The Government to abandon its promotion of carbon offsetting and pledge to cut emissions by at least 40% by 2020 at home;
*    New funds for developing countries, distributed through the UN, so that they can develop cleanly and adapt to the effects of climate change which are already putting millions of lives at risk;
*    No inclusion of rainforests in carbon markets, so that rich countries can buy up large tracts of land to offset their emissions.

Friends of the Earth believes the environment is for everyone. We want a healthy planet and a good quality of life for all those who live on it. We inspire people to act together for a thriving environment. For further information visit www.foe.co.uk and www.demandclimatechange.org 

Friends of the Earth is part of Stop Climate Chaos Coalition, the UK's largest group of people dedicated to action on climate change and limiting its impact on the world's poorest communities. The coalition's supporter base of more than 11 million people spans over 100 organisations, from environment and development charities to unions and faith, community and women's groups. Together we demand practical action by the UK to keep temperatures well below an average 2 degree rise. For further information visit www.stopclimatechaos.org.

Ends
PRESS RELEASE 2: The Wave
Friends of the Earth Press Release

For immediate release, insert date

 CLIMATE CAMPAIGNERS MAKE A SPLASH

Climate campaigners from [insert local group area] will be flooding to London on Saturday, December 5 to take part in The Wave – a huge public demonstration that will encircle the houses of Parliament with thousands of people dressed in blue.

The protest is a warning of the extreme weather conditions Britain could face if the forthcoming United Nations climate summit in Copenhagen fails to reach an agreement strong enough to reduce sufficiently the pace of global warming.

Local campaigners were promoting the demonstration by [insert details of publicity stunt – what, where and when].  

They will join thousands of campaigners from all over the country for the demonstration in London on December 5, which is being organised by Stop Climate Chaos, a coalition of over 100 organisations, from environment and development charities to unions and faith, community and women's groups.

Contact [insert local contact details] to find out how to join them on The Wave.
Friends of the Earth’s Demand Climate Change campaign is calling for a strong and fair agreement to tackle global warming at UN talks, which take place in Copenhagen 7-18 December. The campaign is calling on Ministers to stop promoting carbon offsetting – a con which substitutes ineffective action abroad for real action at home to cut greenhouse gas emissions and create new green jobs and industries.

Friends of the Earth is asking everyone in [insert name of local group’s area] to sign its international petition to world leaders at www.demandclimatechange.org.


Friends of the Earth [insert local group area here] local group member [insert local group member spokesperson’s full name here], said: 

 “Gobal warming threatens us all. We want the UK Government to ditch carbon offsetting, and instead work to secure an agreement which protects the world’s poorest and brings about real cuts in greenhouse gas emissions.” 

For more information contact:  [insert name and 24-hr phone number of local group contact]  or Henry Rummins, Friends of the Earth press office – 020 7566 1649

Notes to Editors:

At the UN climate talks in Copenhagen this December, Friends of the Earth is calling for: 
*    The Government to abandon its promotion of carbon offsetting and pledge to cut emissions by at least 40% by 2020 at home;
*    New funds for developing countries, distributed through the UN, so that they can develop cleanly and adapt to the effects of climate change which are already putting millions of lives at risk;
*    No inclusion of rainforests in carbon markets, so that rich countries can buy up large tracts of land to offset their emissions.

Friends of the Earth believes the environment is for everyone. We want a healthy planet and a good quality of life for all those who live on it. We inspire people to act together for a thriving environment. For further information visit www.foe.co.uk and www.demandclimatechange.org 

Friends of the Earth is part of Stop Climate Chaos Coalition, the UK's largest group of people dedicated to action on climate change and limiting its impact on the world's poorest communities. The coalition's supporter base of more than 11 million people spans over 100 organisations, from environment and development charities to unions and faith, community and women's groups. Together we demand practical action by the UK to keep temperatures well below an average 2 degree rise. For further information visit www.stopclimatechaos.org.

Ends
